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Mansfield Middle School students Addison Rocha and Artemis Willis work

on piay boxes they recently built for kindergariners. Courtesy of Mansfield Public

Schocls

MMS students create
funwaytoplay,learn

MICHELLE WARREN

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER
MANSFIELD — Through a
partiership with Mansfield Middle
School technology education tsach-

er Robert Burrington, two Southeast

Elementary School teachers are
incorporating play into creative

contains people, palm trees and -

sand. The kindergartners will use
the boxes to come up with stories
that they will then write seniences
about.

Themes ranged widely, Burring-
ton said, and included dinosauss,

qthe beach, fairies and 2 kingdom.

writing lessons.
Play boxes creat-

Each pla); boxisa

“This is a nine-

¢d by Burringion’s they had nine weeks
eightjl; gradegtstu- handmade, wooden i, g this in,” he
dents were unveiled Hox based on g said.
to  kindergarien o e ¢ The project
classes a%uring speczj i themef ar W&S initiatled ¢ by
Zoom calls late last kindergartnem. Southeast kinder-
menth. garten  teachers
The reaction was Erika LaBella and
overwhelining, Rebecca  Robi-

“They didn’t want i stop play-
ing,” said Kaye Jakan, the disirict’s
iiteracy consultant, who works with
the kindergartners and students
cther grades.

Each play box is a handmade,
wooden bex based on a specific
theme. ,

For example, one of the baxes
is based on a beach theme and
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chaud, who first spoke fo Burringion
about the project last year.

Jakan said the students will use

the boxes to create stories.

LaBella and Robichaud got the
idea from z blog post, “Writers
Playshop,” which was writien by
Katie Keier.

The project was delaved by the
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boxes that eighth graders recently built for kindergariners.

Courtesy of Mansfield Public Schools

MMS 8th graders
create afunway
toplay andlearn

Continued from Page 1
pandemic, however, and they
reintroduced the project in
the fall,

Jakan said the boxes
exceeded their expectations.

“They’re very well-made
and just beautiful,” she said.

Burrington said 42 boxes
or so were delivered to the
kindergartners.

He cut the wood and the
students assembled the
boxes, painted them and dec-
crated them according to a
specific theme,

Burrington spoke of the
value of having such a part-
nership with students and
staff from another school.

“It’s a bond between the
two schools,” he said, “It’s a
bond not only between siu-
dents and programs, but also
teachers.”

Burrington said he feit the
cighth graders would devel-
op meore of 2 velationship
with the kindergariners if

they could mest in-person.

Lfier piloting the proj-

ect successfully amon
Southeast kindergartners, th
hope is to bring it to othe
kindergarten classes an
other grades at other school:

Eighth grader Serenit
Young said it felt good to se
the children excited abeu
the boxes and “spread joy
during the pandemic.

Her box was based on
kingdom theme that include
princesses and princes.

“It was kind of hard at firs
because [ didn’t know whe
to pick,” Young said, “I ha
a lot of ideas.”

8he said her box got a lc
of “good compliments.” -

However, Young said sh
was disappeinted to not b
able to share the boxes wit]
the kindergartners in-person
as was initially planned.

Pandemic protocols mad
that impossible.

“1 felt Iike it would haw
been better seeing real action
from them,” Young said,

Follow Michelle Warren o1
Twitier - Qmwarrentc.



